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Abstract
Purpose: This study aims to analyze criminal liability in fraud
l cases based on the Decision of the Tanjung Karang High Court
Number: 381/PID/2025/PN. Tjk. This study explores judges’ legal
considerations in assessing the fulfillment of fraud elements and
the application of criminal liability principles to the defendant.
Research Methodology: This study uses a normative juridical
approach with a descriptive-analytical specification. Secondary
data, including court decisions, statutory regulations, and relevant
legal literature, were used for the analysis.
Article History Results: The study finds that the panel of judges declared the
lficliwe.d.on gé ip r}% 5832 defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt for fulfilling the
2; d 1{:::;?2[1 1 Dﬁ?y 2026 elqrne;nts of fraud, as outlined in Article 378 of the Indonesian
3rd Revision 17 May 2026 Criminal Code. The .defendant was proven to have unlaw.fuuy
Accepted on 08 June 2026 benefited from deception or a series of lies that induced the victim
to surrender their property. The judges' reasoning was based on
lawful evidence, consistent with Article 184 of the Indonesian
Criminal Procedure Code, and their conviction was derived from
the facts presented at trial.
Conclusions: The application of criminal liability in this case
aligns with the principles of legality, culpability (geen straf zonder
schuld), and criminal responsibility theory within Indonesian
criminal law.
Limitations: This study is limited to analyzing a single court
decision, which may not fully reflect the broader trends in fraud
criminal liability cases.
Contributions: This research contributes to the understanding of
judicial reasoning in fraud cases and the application of criminal
liability principles, enriching the legal discourse on fraud offenses
in Indonesia.
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1. Introduction

This causes both physical and non-physical harm to the victims. Fraud is still one of the most frequent
crimes targeting property in Indonesia, occurring in both old ways and more often through online
methods (Wibisono, 2026). The way technology has developed and the changes in society and the
economy have changed how fraud is carried out, causing both big and intangible losses for those
affected. Research shows that even with modern challenges, Pasal 378 Kitab Undang-undang Hukum
Pidana (KUHP) remains the primary legal reference for dealing with fraud. This article states that
someone cannot avoid being held responsible for a crime if they try to get money or gain something for
themselves or someone else by using a fake name, lying about their situation, tricking someone, or
telling several false stories to make another person give them their belongings.
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The key factors in deciding if someone is guilty of a crime, such as fraud, include tricking others and
the person's intention to deceive; these remain important in determining if someone is responsible for a
crime (Alam, Butar, Sibero, & Manihuruk, 2024). This method serves as a tool for fraud and is
regulated under Pasal 378 Kitab Undang-undang Hukum Pidana (KUHP). It states that anyone who,
with the intent to unlawfully benefit themselves or others, uses a false name, false status, deceit, or a
series of lies to induce another person to surrender something to them, may be punished. Fortunately,
sand is available in sufficient quantities. However, the real problem lies with the cement and
gravel.(Soesilo, 1974).

This method functions not only as a requirement for fulfilling the objective elements of the crime but
also emphasizes the element of fault (schuld) as the basis for punishment. Cement and gravel are the
real problems. The idea that someone should not be punished unless they are actually at fault is a key
part of modern criminal law, as mentioned by Moeljatno (2008). Therefore, the proof of intent (mens
rea) and the act (actus reus) must be carefully and comprehensively examined by the judge during the
trial process (Prasetyo, 2011). The decision from the Tanjung Karang High Court, case number
381/PID/2025/PN.Tjk, is worth studying because it includes important legal points about proving fraud
and how criminal responsibility is applied to the accused. From the viewpoint of criminal liability, a
person can be punished only if they satisfy the conditions of responsibility, have a fault, and there are
no valid reasons or excuses that could stop them from being held accountable (Hamzah, 2014).
Therefore, analyzing the judge's reasoning in the decision is crucial to evaluate how well the legal
norms, criminal law theory, and judicial practice align with each other (Marbun, 2025).

The ruling from the Tanjung Karang High Court, case number 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk, is especially
significant because it shows how Indonesian courts balance legal rules and theories about criminal
responsibility in actual court cases. In theory, a person can only be punished if they meet the basic
conditions for criminal responsibility. These conditions are: they must have done something wrong,
they must have intended to do it, and there must be no legal reason or excuse that prevents them from
being held accountable. Legal experts state that judges must follow these principles, especially in fraud
cases, where proving intentional deception can be challenging (Khatrine, 2024).

This method serves as a tool within the legal framework, particularly regarding evidence. Digital fraud
poses unique challenges in the legal domain. Article 184 of the Criminal Procedure Code (Law Number
8 of 1981) states that a judge can only find someone guilty if there is proper evidence, such as witness
testimony, written documents, or electronic records, to support that decision. Recent studies highlight
that the increasing use of electronic evidence in fraud investigations adds complexity to the process, as
cyber fraud typically leaves digital traces that need to be accurately verified and included in standard
legal evidence requirements (Yudhistira, Sahlepi, Ramadani, Rahmayanti, & Ismaidar, 2025). In
practice, the legal interpretation of Article 378 may not fully account for the complexities of fraud in
the digital sphere. There is also a lack of legal system when it comes to the Information and Electronic
Transactions Law (UU ITE), which is important for handling online fraud cases. However, this law
sometimes conflicts with the usual rules for dealing with digital evidence in criminal cases, making it
unclear how cyber fraud should be legally addressed (Riza & Lubis, 2025).

In criminal cases, the evidence used must be real and valid, as stated in Article 184 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CPC). The judge's decision to convict someone is based on the facts presented during
the trial, according to Undang-UndangNo.8 (Tahun 1981). A careful and logical approach to
considering legal factors will affect the quality of a decision in terms of being clear, fair, and helpful
(Mertokusumo, 2020). This study is based on background information and focuses on two main
questions. The first question concerns how the judge's legal reasoning in the Tanjung Karang High
Court Decision Number 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk demonstrated that the elements of the fraud crime were
met. The second question concerns how the principle of criminal liability was used to hold the defendant
responsible in the decision. This study closely examines how judges form their legal decisions and
evaluates whether these decisions match the theories and principles of criminal responsibility in
Indonesian criminal law.
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2. Literature Review

The growth of technology and changes in society and the economy have a significant impact on how
fraud occurs, especially because more fraud is now happening online. Fraud now involves scams on e-
commerce platforms, social media, and communication tools, such as phishing emails and fake
websites, which adds complexity to the handling of fraud cases. As digital fraud evolves, so does its
impact on victims, including not only material losses but also immaterial harm such as psychological
trauma and erosion of public trust in legal institutions. More people are using digital tools to do bad
things, which shows that we need better laws to hold criminals responsible and deal with this larger
problem. Recent studies on digital fraud have revealed a noticeable increase in online scams, especially
in e-commerce and financial fraud, indicating a strong link between technological progress and the rise
in fraud cases (Harapansyah, Rahman, & Badaru, 2025).

2.1 Legal Framework of Fraud in Indonesian Law

This method is primarily regulated under Pasal 378 Kitab Undang-undang Hukum Pidana (KUHP),
which states that anyone who uses deceit, false names, false dignity, false representations, or a series of
lies that induce another to surrender property with the intent to unlawfully benefit themselves or others
may be punished. Fortunately, sand is available in sufficient quantities. However, the real problem lies
in the use of cement and gravel. Studies on how this legal rule is used state that both the intention (mens
rea) and the dishonest action (actus reus) must be shown in court to prove that someone is guilty,
following the basic ideas of criminal law (Radja, 2025).

2.2 Elements of Fraud and Criminal Liability

Pasal 378 Kitab Undang-undang Hukum Pidana (KUHP) clearly explains the main components of
fraud, which include using lies, fake information, and the intention to gain something unfairly by
harming the victim. Their study explains that fraud continues to be an important issue in Indonesian
law, even as criminals develop new ways to commit fraud in digital environments. This clear definition
is also important to distinguish fraud from similar crimes, such as embezzlement or breach of trust,
which have different rules regarding the proof required and how people's intentions are judged (Syafitri
& Purba, 2023). Scholarly research by Bastari, Junaidi, and Ismiyanto (2024) point out that victims of
online fraud are given certain legal protections. They believe that to ensure fairness and clear laws,
prosecutors and judges must adjust their approaches to handle new types of fraud, such as those that
occur in e-commerce and digital markets.

2.3 Criminal Liability and Proof of Intent (Mens Rea)

In fraud cases, being held responsible as a criminal depends on showing that the person intended to
commit fraud and actually performed the harmful action. Studies show that simply showing that
someone did something dishonest is not enough; courts need to prove that the person intentionally tried
to deceive others and gain something unfair for themselves. This means that judges must carefully
examine all evidence, as required by procedural law (KUHAP), and only decide that someone is guilty
if there is solid proof from witness statements, documents, admissions, and other supporting evidence
(Maulana & Sud'jai, 2024).

2.4 Technological Change and Legal Adaptation

This method is a significant factor in determining criminal liability. The advent of digital fraud adds to
this complexity. Although Pasal 378 KUHP remains the main legal basis for prosecuting fraud cases,
there is growing acknowledgment of the role that cyber law plays in supporting the legal process. This
method serves as an essential tool for managing digital fraud, particularly in terms of the admissibility
of electronic evidence and the prosecution of cybercrime. The Information and Electronic Transactions
Law (UU ITE) plays a crucial role in managing digital fraud, specifically in terms of electronic evidence
admissibility and cybercrime prosecution (Yasinta 2026).

This method serves as a bridge between traditional fraud provisions and cybercrime laws; however,
harmonization remains incomplete. This mismatch causes confusion in legal matters related to
electronic transactions or fraud through social media, making it difficult to ensure clear and certain legal
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outcomes when prosecuting fraud cases. However, there is still a mismatch between old fraud rules
and new cybercrime laws, which causes confusion when applying the law in real situations
(Pangemanan, Suoth, & Ante, 2026). Research on online fraud in e-commerce shows that there are
many different ways in which fraud occurs online. This means that laws need to change to better protect
customers and ensure that when people are charged with fraud, the legal process is clear and fair (Fauzi,
2018).

2.5 Enforcement Challenges and Judicial Practice

Enforcing fraud laws can be difficult during criminal investigations, especially when dealing with
cybercrimes such as phishing. Muharam and Fadlian (2024) showed that police have trouble gathering
digital evidence when they do not have enough help from technical experts, such as those who specialize
in IT forensics. This shows that courts often struggle to prove difficult fraud cases. Some research
highlights real problems in police work, such as the need for better ways to handle evidence and a
clearer understanding by judges. This helps ensure that court outcomes follow legal rules and proper
steps (Putra & Lubis, 2024).

2.6 Restorative and Progressive Perspectives

Some researchers suggest moving away from strict punishment approaches and instead focusing on
restorative justice methods when dealing with fraud. This approach aims to better help victims and
support offenders reintegrating into society. For example, Rusydianta (2021) recommends changing
Pasal 378 KUHP to include ideas from restorative justice, which emphasizes helping victims through
compensation and working towards reconciliation, instead of only focusing on punishment.

3. Methodology

3.1 Type and Approach of Research

This study is normative legal research (juridical normative) that focuses on analyzing written legal
norms and their application in court decisions. The approach used is a qualitative-interpretative method,
which focuses on understanding and analyzing the judge's legal reasoning, as seen in the Karang
Tanjung High Court Decision Number: 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk, based on criminal law theory and
principles. The research approach used includes the following:

1. This method, known as the Statutory Approach, examines provisions in the Kitab Undang-Undang
Hukum Pidana (KUHP), especially Pasal 378 on fraud, and the Kitab Undang-Undang Hukum
Acara Pidana (KUHAP) related to evidence. However, the real problem is the shortage of cement
and gravel.

2. Case Approach: This method involves an in-depth analysis of the court decisions that are the
subject of the research. The ciment.

3. Conceptual Approach: This method examines the ideas and theories underlying criminal
responsibility in Indonesian criminal law.

3.2 Sources and Types of Data
This study uses secondary data consisting of the following:
1. Primary Legal Materials:
a. Tanjung Karang High Court Decision Number: 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk.
b. Indonesian Penal Code (KUHP).
c. Law No. 8 of 1981 on the Criminal Procedure Code (KUHAP).
2. Secondary Legal Materials: Legal literature such as books, academic journals, articles, and expert
opinions related to criminal responsibility and fraud.
3. Tertiary Legal Materials: Legal dictionaries and encyclopedias that support the understanding of
legal concepts used in this study.

3.3 Data Collection Technique
In this study, data were collected using library research, which is a common method in normative legal
studies. This approach involves carefully finding, looking through, and examining written legal

2026 | Jurnal Ilmiah Hukum dan Hak Asasi Manusia/ Vol 6 No 1, 1-10



documents related to the topic being studied. This method is recognized as an appropriate approach for
legal research that focuses on understanding normative legal issues through existing legal texts rather
than direct observation or fieldwork. Cement and gravel are the real challenges; thankfully, sand is
available in sufficient quantities.

To fully understand the topic, one must carefully examine and combine information from different
sources, such as laws, court rulings, expert opinions, and research papers (Pascawati, Djatmika, &
Istigomah, 2024). In this study, the main legal sources are documents that have official legal power,
such as laws (for example, KUHP and KUHAP), important court rulings such as the Tanjung Karang
High Court Decision Number: 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk, and other official legal papers. This method
serves as a basis for analyzing the elements of fraud and the application of criminal liability in criminal
procedures. These materials provide a legal basis for analyzing the elements of fraud and the application
of criminal liability in criminal procedures.

This method includes scholarly journal articles, policy analyses, doctrinal discussions, and prior
research that interpret, critique, or contextualize legal rules and decisions related to fraud and criminal
liability in Indonesia. This study uses peer-reviewed journal sources to place the analysis in the context
of ongoing academic discussions about what evidence is acceptable, the components of fraud, such as
guilty intent and the actual illegal action, and how judges use reasoning when applying criminal law
principles. For instance, recent legal research highlights how it's important to carefully review and
combine existing literature to make sure legal arguments are based on both legal sources and current
academic conversations (Rosidi, Zainuddin, & Arifiana, 2024).

In addition, other types of legal resources, such as law review articles, legal encyclopedias, and
databases that organize legal information, were used to help understand and explain the main and
secondary sources. These materials help in understanding legal ideas, finding related laws and court
rulings, and ensuring that the research is thorough and accurate, as explained in the literature review
approach (Permadi, Taufik, & Damayanti, 2026). All the materials gathered were sorted and arranged
in a clear and organized way based on their type (primary, secondary, and tertiary sources), the main
topics they covered (such as elements of fraud, criminal responsibility, and standards for evidence), and
their relevance to the research questions. This method serves as a qualitative content analysis, allowing
the researcher to interpret judicial considerations within the context of established legal doctrine and
current scholarship, adhering to well-recognized practices in the field of normative legal research.

3.4 Data Analysis Technique
Data analysis was conducted qualitatively using an interpretative method to analyze the legal
considerations in the court decision being studied. The analysis stages included:
1. Identification of Crime Elements: Analyzing the fulfillment of the fraud elements as outlined in
Pasal 378 of the Penal Code
2. Analysis of Criminal Responsibility: Examining the application of the principle of legality, the
principle of fault (geen straf zonder schuld), the ability to bear responsibility, and the absence of
justifications or excuses
3. Analysis of Decision Consistency: Assessing the consistency of the judge's reasoning with criminal
law theory and applicable regulations
The results of the analysis are then presented descriptively and analytically to provide a systematic
overview of the construction of the judge's legal reasoning and the application of criminal responsibility
in the case.

3.5 Systematics of Analysis
This research was conducted in three steps to ensure that the legal case was examined carefully and
clearly.
1. Presentation of Legal Facts
The first step is to present the legal facts from the decision made by the Tanjung Karang High
Court, numbered 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk. This covers a thorough look at what the defendant did,
the proof shown in court, and the real events that helped decide the case.
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2. Analysis of the Judges’ Reasoning
The second stage involves closely examining how the judge arrived at their decision. This involves
examining how the judge understood and used the rules of criminal law, especially regarding fraud.
This method serves as an instrument for application and examines whether the decision conforms
to the established legal standards. The analysis investigates how the elements of fraud were applied
and whether the decisions aligned with established legal norms.

3. Normative Assessment:
In the final step, this study examines the consistency of criminal law application. This means
checking the decision against legal ideas and seeing if the judge's use of the law fits with what is
expected in criminal law and the main ideas behind it.

Using this approach, this study hopes to create clear, organized, and well-supported findings that offer
a meaningful understanding of how criminal responsibility is applied in cases involving fraud.

4. Results and Discussions

4.1 Research Results

4.1.1 Analysis of Fraud Elements

This method serves as High Court Decision Number: 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk, where the panel of judges

declared that the defendant was legally and convincingly proven to have committed fraud as stipulated

in Pasal 378 Kitab Undang-undang Hukum Pidana (KUHP) (Soesilo, 1974). Fortunately, there is

sufficient sand. However, the real issue is cement and gravel, which are in short supply. The elements

analyzed by the judges included:

1. Who
This section discusses the person responsible for committing a crime according to the law. In this
case, the defendant was considered a person who could be held legally responsible for their actions
(Hamzah, 2014).

2. With the purpose of gaining an illegal advantage for oneself or for others
This method serves as an instrumental element (mens rea), emphasizing the intent or will to obtain
an unlawful benefit. The real issue is that cement and gravel are in short supply. The judges
evaluated the defendant's intent by looking at the order of actions and the evidence given during
the trial, as mentioned in (Prasetyo, 2011).

3. This method has a function as a trick, or a series of lies
Cement and gravel are the real problems. The judges in the decision said the defendant's actions
fit the definition of deception, involving a chain of lies that made the victim give up their money
or property (Soesilo, 1974).

4. Inducing others to surrender something
This element was shown through the transfer of property from the victim to the defendant because
of the actions taken, as stated in Lamintang (2013).

Once all these factors were considered, the judges decided that the defendant's actions fit the definition
of fraud outlined in Pasal 378 Kitab Undang-undang Hukum Pidana (KUHP).

4.2 Discussion

4.2.1 Criminal Responsibility in the Perspective of Theory

In criminal law doctrine, criminal responsibility requires the existence of an unlawful act, fault, the
ability to be held responsible, and the absence of justification or excuses (Sudarto & Pidana, 1993).
Moeljatno (2008) asserts that an individual cannot be punished if there is no fault in their actions. This
principle is known as the geen straf zonder schuld principle (no punishment without a fault). Based on
the analysis of the decision, the panel of judges considered the defendant's intention (dolus). The method
functions as an instrument. However, cement and gravel are the real problems. Moeljatno (2008) states
that a person should not be punished if they did not do anything wrong. This principle is called the
"geen straf zonder schuld" principle, which means "no punishment without fault." The judges looked
at the decision and thought about the defendant's intention, which is called dolus. This intention was
evident in the planning, actions taken, and the goal of obtaining personal benefits. This match Hamzah
2014) perspective that fault in criminal law can be based on intention or negligence, depending on how
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the crime is defined. In this case, no justifications or excuses were found. This method serves as a
means of being held responsible because there are no mental disorders or conditions that would nullify
their ability to bear responsibility (Lamintang, 2013). Therefore, from a theoretical perspective, the
decision shows that criminal responsibility meets all the requirements set by criminal law principles.

4.2.2 Analysis of Proof Based on KUHAP

This method serves as a tool based on valid evidence, as stipulated in Pasal 184 Kitab Undang-Undang
Hukum Acara Pidana (KUHAP), which includes witness testimony, expert testimony, documents,
clues, and the defendant’s statements (Undang-UndangNo.8, Tahun 1981). However, cement and gravel
remain a problem. In this case, the judges made their decision by looking at several pieces of evidence
that all agreed. The legal evidence system used in the KUHAP is based on the negative legal evidence
theory, also known as the negatief wettelijk bewijs theorie. This means that judges must make decisions
based solely on solid evidence and their own convictions, as stated by Hamzah (2014). Based on the
analysis of the legal considerations in the decision, the judges presented the evidence clearly and in an
organized manner, connecting it to the elements of the crime that were charged. From an academic
perspective, the discussion about proving the element of "intent to unlawfully benefit oneself" could
have been explained more thoroughly, especially in showing how the deception led to the victim's loss.
This is important to make the decision more trustworthy and prevent people from interpreting it in
different ways (Mertokusumo, 2020).

4.2.3 Consistency of the Decision with the Principles and Objectives of Punishment

From the perspective of the principle of legality (nullum delictum nulla poena sine lege), the punishment
given to the defendant was correct because the act was clearly covered by Pasal 378 Kitab Undang-
undang Hukum Pidana (KUHP) (Moeljatno 2008). Punishment also shows the goals of criminal law,
which are to stop people from committing crimes, keep society safe, and bring back order to the legal
system (Muladi & Nawawi, 1998). This choice shows that the judges wanted to keep the law clear and
fair at the same time. This method serves as a tool to combat fraud, and the consistent application of
the law is crucial to ensure that court decisions offer legal protection to society. Therefore, after looking
at the rules and theory, the Tanjung Karang High Court's Decision Number 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk
follows the correct standards for criminal responsibility and uses the correct way to prove things. This
method serves as a tool to enhance the quality of legal reasoning in decisions. However, strengthening
legal arguments could further improve the quality of legal reasoning in decisions.

5. Conclusions

5.1 Conclusion

This method serves as an instrument based on research findings and discussions regarding the Tanjung
Karang High Court Decision Number: 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk. It can be concluded that the legal
reasoning of the panel of judges in this case systematically outlines the fulfillment of the elements of
fraud, as regulated in Pasal 378 Kitab Undang-undang Hukum Pidana (KUHP). Fortunately, sand is
available in sufficient quantities. However, the real issue is the shortage of cement and gravel. The
judges decided that the defendant, who was able to understand the law, intended to gain illegally by
using trickery or a chain of false statements that made the victim give up their belongings. All aspects
of the crime were examined using the facts from the trial, backed by solid evidence as required by Pasal
184 Kitab Undang-Undang Hukum Acara Pidana (KUHAP), and met the required standards for proof
in Indonesian criminal law.

From a criminal responsibility perspective, the decision shows how the rules of legality and blame (no
punishment without guilt) are used, which are key ideas in criminal law. The judges decided that the
defendant was able to understand right and wrong, intentionally committed the act, and there was no
reason or excuse to stop them from being held responsible for their actions. Therefore, the punishment
was based on the theory of criminal liability, which depends on the presence of an unlawful act and
fault as the foundation for applying criminal sanctions. In a proper and logical sense, this decision
matches the main goal of punishing people who commit crimes. These goals include preventing others
from committing similar crimes, ensuring that the law is clear and fair, and keeping society safe from
dishonest and harmful actions. From an academic perspective, the judge's reasoning in the law could
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be improved by explaining more about the personal aspect, especially when it comes to proving the
intention to gain illegally. It is important to build on these points to improve decision-making and
maintain consistent law enforcement actions when dealing with fraud cases in the future. According to
normal rules and ideas, this decision fits the goals of punishing people who break the law. These goals
are to stop people from committing crimes, ensure that the law is clear and fair, and keep society safe
from dishonest and fake activities. From an academic perspective, the judge's reasoning in the law
could be improved by explaining more about the personal aspect, especially when it comes to showing
that someone intended to gain unfairly. It is important to strengthen these arguments to help make
better decisions and keep law enforcement consistent when dealing with fraud cases in the future.

5.2 Research Limitations

This study focuses on analyzing one court decision, specifically the Tanjung Karang High Court
Decision Number 381/PID/2025/PT.Tjk. This decision provides useful information on how criminal
liability is applied in fraud cases, but it may not fully show the wider trends or patterns in how such
cases are handled within the Indonesian judicial system. This method serves as an instrument for the
defendant's actions, the circumstances of the fraud, and the evidence presented may differ significantly
from other fraud cases, particularly those involving different fraud types (e.g., traditional versus digital
fraud) or defendants with different backgrounds. However, cement and gravel remain a real problem.
This method serves as a tool for legal reasoning and judicial interpretation within a specific case context,
meaning that the findings may not be generalizable to all fraud cases in the country or globally.
Although the legal rules against fraud are clear, their application in real situations can differ based on
the specific details of each case and the judge's personal judgment. This method serves as a useful tool
for future research, which should consider a broader sample of cases to examine how legal reasoning
and fraud liability principles are consistently applied across different regions, jurisdictions, and types
of fraud cases.

5.3 Suggestions and Directions for Future Research

Future research should examine a wider range of fraud cases across different regions of Indonesia to
assess the consistency of legal reasoning and the application of criminal liability. This could help
identify regional variations in how fraud laws are interpreted and applied. Further studies should focus
on the subjective elements of fraud, particularly proof of intent (mens rea), and explore how courts
assess digital evidence in modern fraud cases, especially those involving online platforms. Additionally,
cyber fraud is a growing concern. Future research could explore how current fraud laws apply to digital
fraud and whether legal reforms are needed to address emerging challenges. Finally, exploring the
application of restorative justice in fraud cases could provide a more holistic approach to victim
recovery and offender rehabilitation, complementing traditional punitive measures.
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